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GreeneryhastransfomedtheNational

GridHQ’scarparkintoa宜neexampleof

SuStainability,WritesJosephineSmit
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Multistoreycarparks
seldomhitthe

headlines,butthe

oneatNationalGrid’s

HQinⅥねrwickhas

madenewsfa.rand

wide,eVenOnthe

Australian

BroadcastingCorporat10n.

Thereasonisbecauseitfeatures

OneOfEurope’slargestlivmgWalls.
“Ifyou’regomgtOhaveagreenwall

youmightaswe11makeitthebiggest
One;’sayssimonCarter,headof

COrPOratePrOPertyatNationalGrid・

Thecarpark’sexpanseoflush

greenerylSCertainlyacontenderfor
thattitle,eXtendingacrossa-nareaOf

morethanl,000sqm.

Livingwallshavecomealongway

sinceFrenchbotanistPatrickBlanc’s

Verticalgarden’’wasunveiledon

London’sAthenaeumHotelin2009.

Nowtheycanbefoundonhotels,

businessheadquarters,ma]OrPublic

buildingsandinfrastructurepro]eCtS

aswe11assomehomes.
“It’sbecauseoftheincreaslng

awarenessamongclientsa.nd血e

generalpublicofsusta.inabilitげis

howChrisMedland,directorof

One二WorldDesignArchitects,

designeroftheNationalGrid

PrO】eCt,eXPlainsthetrend・

D各S〔Rip丁10N

Thedecisiontomakesucha

Significantgreenstatementona

humblecarparkgrewoutofa

meeting.“Wewerediscussmgthe

issueofthelongvieWSfrom

WarvickCastletothesiteand

COnSideringseveraldifferent

SCreenlngOPtlOnStOCOnCealthecar

Park;’saysMedland・
`Alivingwallwasoneofthe

OPtionsunderconsideration・Then

NationalGridsaidweshouldgofor

it,andmakeitbig.AsapractlCeOur

focusissustainability,SOWeSaWitas

agreatopportunit草

The446-SPaCeSPlit-1evelcarpark

hasasteel五medstmcturelargely

Obscuredby血e97000plantsofthe

livmgWall.Asabuildingthatis

generallyfunctionalinappearance

andtraditionallyintendedtohouse

distinctlyun-environmentally

friendlyvehicles,themultistoreycar

Parkisripefora.greenmakeover・
`Anyopportunitytoa.dd

SuStainabilityandbiodiversity

Shouldbetaken,buteverycarpark

Shouldbeincorporatmgthistooffset
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Carbon;’arguesMedland.Thereis

alsoapracticalbenefit:`Acarparkis

averyslmPlebuildingsointhat

SenSeitisidealforagreenwa11・,,

ForNationalGridthelivmgWalllS

along-temCOmmltmentthatwill

requlreOngOmgmalntenanCe.Butit

als0Offersslgnificantenvironmental

benefits葛attractingwildllfe,

absorbingcarbondioxideand

乱terlngra王nwater-andisavital

elementofthescheme,soverall

SuStainability,alongsidefeatures

includingbirdandinsectboxesas

Wellasground-1evelporouspavmg.

Morethan25differentplant

SPeCiesareanchoredinsoilwithin

血ewa11panels,withthespecleS

Choiceprovidingyear-rOundvariety

andcoIour.Aspokespersonatlivmg

WallspecialistANSGIobalexplains:
“Theplantspecieshavebeen

Selectedtoindudepredominantly

nativeandwildlife瓦iendlyspecies,

themajorityofwhichareevergreen

toprovidecoverageallyearround:

WHATTHEPしANT看NGIN〔LuDE§

㊨Mentha,Whichactsasadeterrent

towasps・

㊨Plantspeciesthatareintendedto

attra.ctbutterflies,SuChasHebe

閥馴捌晴oIIic皿u「e緋8鵬馴暁

“lfyo山ego冒ng

†ロhaveag「een

Wal漢youmigh†

asweilmakei†

†hebigges†one,,

$冒m0m間鴨「

Headofo叩o伽ロr叩e冊
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Pi灼坤ia`Pageil
⑦O血ersthatprovidenectarfor

bees,SuChasⅥncamiylOγ`Bowles,s

Purple二

㊨Plantspeciesthathavegood

nestingpropertiesandprovide

PrOteCtionforbirdsinwinterand
earlysprlng,SuChasB踊uS

Semper明γeれS"

⑫Fruit-bearingplants,SuChas

strawberries.

KEYOuT〔OMEiTODATE

④ThelivmgWallwonovera11

winnerintheWarwickinBIoom

Awardsandalsowoninthe

COmmerClalpremisescategory.

②Thesustainablefeature

contributestoNationalGrid’s

OVerallcorporatesoclal

responsibility.

④Nationa.1Grid’sSimonCarter

SayS:“Feedbackfromstaffand

localcommunityleadershasa11

beenpositive:’

K各Vし各550Ni

⑦Alivingwallcallsforlong-term

commitmentfromthedient.

One二WorldDesign’sMedland

SayS:“NationalGriddeserves

PralSefordoing血is.Ittakes

dedicationtotakeonthe

ma王ntenancefor2与t030years:,

⑭Medlandpointsout:“Therewere

manylessonsinmakingthiswork

technically-thingslikehowto

getthelrrlgationright.Youhave
toensureyoudon’thavewater

drippmgOntOCarS:’

㊨AnexpertprojeCtteanWaS

Valuabletothedeliveryofthis

PrO]eCt,WhichwasOne-World
Design,s丘rstlivmgWa11scheme.
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LivingwailANSGIobal

Lead〔OnSuitant,St「uCturaland

mechani⊂aIandeiect「i⊂ai

eng肌eeringCunda=

Designandbu冊contra⊂tOrGoidbeck

Proje〔tandcostconsuitancyDeioltte
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